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Survey Specifications

• The national survey was conducted during the dates of March 16 and March 22, 2025, by trained 
professional interviewers under the supervision of Williams and Associates.

• The interviews were conducted using a face-to-face methodology in the respondent’s homes.

• Interviews were distributed using a multistage proportionate to population distribution method with 
separate randomized criteria for household and respondent selection.

• A total of 1500 interviews were conducted across Zambia. A sample of this size yields an overall margin 
of error of ±2.58% at the midrange of the 95% confidence level. 

• Incorporated is also an analysis (Zambian sample size of 304) of Zambian Youth, aged 18 to 24 years, 
conducted in 2024 by the Ichikowitz Family Foundation. See slides 5, 54-59.  

• For more details go to: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024
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The Mood of the People



In general, would you say things in Zambia are moving in the right direction or 
are they on the wrong track?
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Comparison of SFA March National Survey to Ichikowitz Foundation ‘National Youth Survey’
See: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024
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In your view has the economic situation in Zambia got better or 
worse over the last 2 years?
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In your view has the economic situation in Zambia got better or 
worse over the last 4/2 years?
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Has the economic situation of you and your family got better or 
worse over the last 2 years? 
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Has the economic situation of you and your family got better or worse over 
the last 4/2 years? 
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Do you expect the economic situation in Zambia to get better or worse in the next 12 
months?
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Has your standard of living improved or got worse in the last 2 
years?
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Has your standard of living improved or got worse in the last three/two years?
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What would you say is the most important problem facing Zambia today?
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What would you say is the most important problem facing your family today?
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How about the price of mealie meal, has that increased or 
decreased in the last 2 years?

70%

70%

84%

18%

20%

11%

3%

4%

3%

3%

3%

7%

4%

2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Nov-13

Dec-14

Mar-25

Increased a lot Increased a little Decreased a little Decreased a lot DK/NA

15



As far as you know, has unemployment increased or decreased in the last year?
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Using a scale from poor to excellent scale how would you rate the performance of these government entities, and 
the current government’s performance on the following issues? 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Poor Somewhat poor Fair Good Excellent DK/REF

17



Tell me  if you have a generally favourable or unfavourable opinion of each following political 
parties.
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Tell me  if you have a generally favourable or unfavourable opinion of each person. If you have 
never heard of someone please say so.
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Tell me  if you have a generally favourable or unfavourable opinion of each person. If you have 
never heard of someone please say so.   Continued
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Hichilema Personal Favourability Trends (Difference favourable/unfavourable) 
2008-2025
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Do you think that free speech and free expression of ideas exists in Zambia today?
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Many people say that individual rights like free speech and free expression of ideas have been 
eroded over the past few years. How would you describe the current state of individual rights in 
Zambia are there more or less today compared to 2 years ago?
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Presidential Politics



Were you generally satisfied or dissatisfied with the outcome of the last presidential 
election?
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If there was an election for President in the next few weeks, how likely is it 
that you would vote in that election?
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If elections for parliament in Zambia were held today, for which 
party’s candidate would you vote?
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If elections for parliament in Zambia were held today, which party’s candidate would 
be your SECOND choice?
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Did you vote in the 2021 presidential elections?
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If you voted in the 2021 presidential elections, whom did you vote for?
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If you were to vote all over again, would you vote for the same candidate that you voted for president 
in 2021?
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Which one politician or party leader in Zambia would you vote for president if the 
elections were held today? (Spontaneous)
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Which one politician or party leader in Zambia would you vote for president if the 
elections were held today? (Listed)
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In your opinion how serious is corruption in Zambia?
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In general how has the Hichilema government performed in controlling 
corruption compared to the previous government?
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Would you say that the government’s fight against corruption is impartial and objective or is it 
politically motivated?
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Which of the political parties in Zambia would you say is the most corrupt?
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Which of the political parties in Zambia would you say is the least corrupt?
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Do you think Zambia’s reputation among the international community has got better or 
worse in the past 2 years?
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If you had a choice between staying in Zambia close to your family and friends, or leaving the country 
to start a new life in another country, which would you choose?
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I’m going to read a list of people and groups, I’d like you to tell me how good of a role model 
you think each one is for young people in Zambia?
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Tell me  if you have a generally favourable or unfavourable opinion of each of the following 
countries.
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Which one country do you believe could help Zambia the most?
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How much do you trust each of the following to represent the average Zambian on the issue 
of the economy?
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How much do you trust each of the following to represent the average Zambian on the issue 
of mine safety?
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How much do you trust each of the following to represent the average Zambian on the issue 
of jobs and unemployment?
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How much do you trust each of the following to represent the average Zambian on the issue 
of the environment?
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48

Demographic Summary — Geography, Gender, Age, Educational  
Attainment,  & Religion



Distribution of the sample by province?
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Respondent’s gender?
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Age
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What is your level of education?
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What is your religious denomination, if any?
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‘Africa Youth Survey’ conducted by the Ichikowitz Foundation
See: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024



Africa Youth Survey Oct 2024 – Zambia sample (18-24) See: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024 

• This survey of Zambian youth  demonstrates significantly more negative attitudes towards their current 
situation than their older cohorts in the national survey 

• 76% believe that Zambia is headed in the wrong direction, as opposed to 55% for the national sample

• 82% believe that the national economy is headed in the  wrong direction

• 60% of youth  are “concerned” or “pessimistic” about the future, whereas only 33% of the national 
survey express a similar attitude.

• Youth concerns over issues closely mirror the top issue in the national survey, but diverge considerably 
when it comes to environmental issues, specifically climate change

• 90% are concerned about lack of employment

• 81% are concerned with corruption, specifically corruption by police (78%), and corruption by 
international companies (70%)

• 80% are concerned about scarcity of water

• 77% are concerned  about climate change 

• 67% are concerned about Influence from foreign countries

• Despite only 36% describing the current standard of living as “good”, 80% believe that it will “improve” 
in the next two years
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Zambian Youth Attitudes toward Democracy, Politics, and Political Discourse See: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-

work/African-youth-survey-2024

• Significant majorities support democratic structures, but what shape those structures take remains open for debate

• 75%  claim democracy is preferable to other kinds of government.

• 80% “disapprove” of  a “one party state”

• 67%  disapprove of “military rule”

• Nearly  two-thirds (63%) say “western style” democracy is not “suitable” for Africa.

• Six of every ten (60%) say “non-peaceful” protests and actions are sometime required to affect political change.

• Despite strong beliefs that their opinions should matter to politicians, Zambian youth participation in political processes 
tend to lag in comparison with their older counterparts.

• 82% agree that their “voice matters” to the country’s political leadership

• 85% reported that they have never participated in a political demonstrations

• Two thirds (66%) of this group have yet to register to vote 

• Only half  (50%) of those eligible to vote in 2021 did so compared to 87% reported participation in our national sample

• Large majorities support holding political leaders accountable and limiting their terms in office

• 76% approve of “term limits” for the President /Prime Minister

• 70%  want transparency in the financial records of political leaders

• 69% approve tougher penalties for those convicted of corruption

• Only 40% are satisfied with the current government’s performance tackling political corruption

• 82% approve of an “independent police task force” to tackle government corruption

56



Attitudes toward government performance on “important” issues and  toward political figures See: 

https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024

• On the issues of central importance cited by youth, and by our national survey, (jobs, cost of living, 
reducing poverty, etc.) government performance is graded quite poorly.

• Only 18%  are satisfied with the government’s performance of containing rising cost of food and fuel

• 29% reported satisfaction with reducing poverty

• 38% reported satisfaction with job creation

• The highest level of satisfaction occurs, as it does in national survey, on the government's performance 
on education and public schools.

• When asked what impact, either positive or negative, Hakainde Hichilema and Edgar Lungu would have 
on Africa in the next 5 years 57% cited Hichilema as having impact  and 47% citing Lungu.

• While the questions were written differently and therefore technically not comparable, these result 
are remarkably similar results on a favorability question for Lungu and Hichilema amongst the same 
age cohort in the national survey: Hichilema 56% “Very favorable”, Lungu 46% “Very favorable”
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Zambian Youth Attitudes toward Foreign Governments, their Influence on Zambia, and use of Natural Resources
See: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024

• Although 67% are “concerned” about “foreign influence” in Zambia,  most  view foreign country 
influence as positive:

•  When asked what influence former colonial powers possess on specific areas:

• 66%  influence in trade relations  56% influence accessing and use of natural resources

• 61%  influence  in education and training 49% influence in foreign direct investment

• 58%  in military support   44% in politics and leadership/culture & identity

• Large majorities still view foreign companies use of natural resources with skeptisism

• 73% believe foreign companies have taken advantage of resources without sufficient contribution 
or benefit to the local population

• 67% would approve of natural resource extraction ONLY by national companies
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Youth Lifestyle Issues See: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024

• Over half of the members of the youth survey say they are likely 

• 76% believe that Zambia is headed in the wrong direction as opposed to 55% for the national sample

• 82% believe that the national economy is headed in the  wrong direction

• 60% of youth  are concerned, or pessimistic about the future, whereas 33% of the national survey 
express a similar attitude.
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Potential Impacts on Mining and Resource Extraction See: https://ichikowitzfoundation.com/our-work/African-youth-survey-2024

• While public attitudes to foreign ownership are currently favorable, these favorable conditions could 
deteriorate significantly among this group if economic conditions in Zambia don’t improve significantly, 
or worse, deteriorate substantially. 

• 80% believe that their standard of living will improve in the very short-term--2 years

• 94% are convinced that they will have a better life than their parents

• 62% believe owning land is essential for their financial well-being

• 67% are concern by influence foreign countries have over Zambia

• 70% are concerned about “corruption” involving international companies

• 75% feel that foreign Companies have taken advantage of Zambia’s resources without sufficient 
benefit to the local population

• 67% approve of the proposition that ONLY national companies should extract Zambia’s natural 
resources

• Six in every ten (60%) believe that non-peaceful actions may be necessary to affect change

• There is no firm commitment to “western style” democratic institutions, only 36% believe that Zambia 
should emulate political structures of the west. 
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